
 

  

 
PolyCon Decoration Guidelines: 
 
Once you have chosen the perfect hinged lid container for your product you might decide your LaCon or LaVial 
needs a little dressing up. Bottles Jars and Tubes offer two types of decoration for them: hot stamping and 
labeling. Both kinds are applied to the hinged lid and both require artwork to be created. Labels can also be 
applied to the bottom and around the PolyCons.  
 
You can order hot stamping and label application for your hinged lid containers online. To order hot stamping of 
your LaCons or LaVials click here. To order labeling the lid, the base or both the lid and the base of your 
PolyCons click here.  
 
For pricing and information about labeling around the containers email Mark Cohen: 
mark@bottlesjarsandtubes.com. 
 
Hot stamping on polycons is a one color process. We put one foil color on per polycon. If you are looking for more 
detailed graphics and vibrant colors, a printed label is recommended. We discuss labels in a later section (click 
here). 
 
To order labels download our Label Quote Request Form, fill it in, print it out and fax it to (866) 387-3153.  
 
Hot Stamping 
 
The hot stamping process is straight forward: a die is heated and pressed down on a foil, imprinting a graphic 
onto the PolyCon. For more details about hot stamping and hot stamping foils click here. 
 
Artwork is needed to make the hot stamping die or plate. A beautiful, clear, legible hot stamping job is directly 
related to the quality of the original artwork. As is true for all decoration processes, the better the artwork is, the 
better the graphics look at the end. Here are some tips to achieve the excellent results you are looking for: 
 

 Hot stamping dies can be made from art of the exact size; however it is better when the artwork is larger. 
We suggest making the art at least 3 times the finished size. Once the art is reduced to the proper size 
we make the hot stamping die. Shrinking the artwork down from the larger size produces a sharper, 
clearer hot stamped polycon. 

 
 For foil printing, typefaces of the "Gothic" style (like the one we are using here) are better because all 

parts of the font have equal thicknesses rather than "Roman" style (like this: Roman) with both thick and 
thin aspects within letters. Because all type, lines and symbols will reduce equally in all dimensions, the 
thinnest part of certain styles may be too fine to print after they are reduced and you will not know this 
until after the job is run, which is too late and too expensive. We will recommend changing the artwork if 
we feel a problem may exist. 

 
 Using the recommended 3 times finished size, 18, 24, and 36 point bold type sizes work best. These 

sizes will reduce correspondingly to 6, 8, and 10 point sizes on the finished plate which are the smallest 
font sizes that should be used. 

 
The artwork for hot stamping is very simple: solid black on a white background, without any screens or vignettes. 
Reverses or cutouts must have copy as large as possible to prevent letters or objects from filling in. 
 
There are only two types of PolyCons that can be decorated: LaCons and LaVials. The maximum printing areas 
for each type are as follows: 
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LaCons Hot Stamping Template sizes and Hot Stamp top and Label bottom Template sizes: 
 

LaCon Diameter Maximum Printing 
Area 

Templates 
Hot Stamping Hot Stamping & Labeling 

1” 3/4" 100500-HS – 103250-HS  100500-HS-L – 103250-HS-L 

1 ¼” 1” 120300-HS – 123000-HS  120300-HS-L – 123000-HS-L 

1½” 1¼” 150300-HS – 153000-HS              150300-HS-L – 153000-HS-L 

2" 1½” 200300-HS – 203150-HS  200300-HS-L – 203150-HS-L 

2½” 2" 250325-HS – 253800-HS  250325-HS-L – 253800-HS-L 
 
Click on each Product Code to go to that PolyCons page which has a link for the artwork templates. 
 
LaVials Hot Stamping Template sizes and Hot Stamp top and Label bottom Template sizes: 
 

LaVial Maximum Printing 
Area 

Templates 
Hot Stamping Hot Stamping & Labeling 

VL20H, VL21H, VL22H 11/16" VL20H-HS; VL21H-HS;  
VL22H-HS  

 VL20H-HS-L; VL21H-HS-L;  
VL22H-HS-L 

VL25H 1¼” VL25H-HS  VL25H-HS-L 

VL40H 111/16" VL40H-HS  VL40H-HS-L 

VL20L, VL40L 2½” VL20L-HS & VL40L-HS VL20L-HS-L & VL40L-HS-L 

VL30L 2" VL30L-HS    VL30L-HS-L 

VL80L 27/8” VL80L-HS  VL80L-HS-L 
 
Click on each Product Code to go to that PolyCons page which has a link for the artwork templates. 
 
Simply copy the templates PDF file to your computer or print it out and use it to make your art. You can also email 
it to your graphic designer for them to use.  
 
When there is more than one title, flavor or variation for the same product, separate art should be made for each 
title so that everything looks consistent. For more than one title per page separate them with at least a 2½” 
separation side to side and allow a ½” separation top to bottom.  
 
Additional Charges: 
 
There is a one-time hot stamping die charge of $98.00 for each new hot stamping order. The die may last the 
lifetime of your product. This depends on individual usage on a case by case basis. Each piece of artwork 
requires a separate hot stamping die. 
 
Our prices do not include extra charges for art improvement, pre-production samples, anything out of the ordinary 
or any extra work. You will be notified of any such charges prior to finalizing your order. All prices for hot stamping 
are subject to approval of your artwork. If you are in doubt whether your idea will work or not, send us a rough 
sketch of it before you prepare your art, and we will assist you with your design, if needed. Email the PDF file to 
mark@bottlesjarsandtubes.com. 
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Labeling - Prices for label application do not include the cost of the label 
 
Labels can be applied to the hinged lid or the base of the LaCon or LaVial or both. They can also be applied 
around the containers. Bottles Jars and Tubes provides custom printed labels for your products. Fill in, print out 
and fax our Label Quote Request Form to Mark Cohen (866) 387-3153 for a custom label quote. 
 
Labels can be applied manually or automatically by machine. We can apply them at the factory before the 
PolyCons are shipped. To order application of your labels onto your LaCons or LaVials click here. 
 
The artwork for labels can be as detailed and colorful as your imagination will allow. The only limitations are the 
size constraints for each specific container. The maximum label dimensions are as follows: 
 
LaCons Label Template Sizes and Hot Stamp top and Label bottom Template sizes: 
 

LaCon Diameter Maximum Printing Area 
Templates 

Top or Bottom Top and Bottom Hot Stamp & Labeling 

1” 3/4" 100500-L – 103250-L   100500-L-L – 103250-L-L  100500-HS-L – 103250-HS-L 

1 ¼” 1” 120300-L – 123000-L   120300-L-L – 123000-L-L  120300-HS-L – 123000-HS-L 

1½” 1¼” 150300-L – 153000-L   150300-L-L – 153000-L-L  150300-HS-L – 153000-HS-L 

2" 1½” 200300-L – 203150-L   200300-L-L – 203150-L-L  200300-HS-L – 203150-HS-L 

2½” 2" 250325-L – 253800-L   250325-L-L – 253800-L-L  250325-HS-L – 253800-HS-L 

 
Click on each Product Code to go to each PolyCons artwork templates. 
 
LaVials Label Template Sizes and Hot Stamp top and Label bottom Template sizes: 
 

LaVial Maximum Printing Area Templates 
Top or Bottom Top and Bottom Hot Stamp & Labeling 

VL20H, VL21H, 
VL22H 11/16" VL20H-L    VL21H-L 

 VL22H-L  
VL20H-L-L  VL21H-L-L 

VL22H-L-L 
 VL20H-HS-L   VL21H-HS-L 

VL22H-HS-L 

VL25H 1¼” VL25H-L  VL25H-L-L VL25H-HS-L 

VL40H 111/16" VL40H-L  VL40H-L-L VL40H-HS-L 

VL20L, VL40L 2½” VL20L-L  
VL40L-L  

VL20L-L-L  
 VL40L-L-L 

VL20L-HS-L  
VL40L-HS-L 

VL30L 2" VL30L-L  VL30L-L-L VL30L-HS-L 

VL80L 27/8” VL80L-L  VL80L-L-L VL80L-HS-L 
 
Click on each Product Code to go to each PolyCons artwork templates. 
 
Copy the templates PDF file to your computer and use it to make your label. You can also email it to your graphic 
designer so they can design the label. 
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Key to Remember: the better the artwork is, the better the labels will look. 
  
When we say better we not only mean how good it looks but also, how well it is made. If you don’t know 
how to make the artwork yourself, hire a professional. Contact Mark Cohen 
Mark@bottlesjarsandtubes.com  for a reference. 
 

Although there are no limits to your creativity there are very precise rules for presenting label artwork to 
BottlesJarsandTubes.com. Here they are: 
 

 We only accept digital artwork in the following file formats: 
o Adobe Illustrator (.eps or .ai extensions) all versions 
o Adobe Acrobat (.pdf extensions) all versions 
o Adobe Photoshop (.psd or .tff extensions) high resolution (300 dpi minimum) 

 All files must have fonts embedded or made into outlines. 
 All photographs should be placed in artwork and must be at least 300 dpi and saved in 

CYMK color format (not RGB). 
 Provide a 1/16” bleed on all sides if art bleeds. 
 Supply the correct size die-line markings within files. 

 
Additional Charges 

 
Cutting die charges are incurred when a custom shape or a custom size is needed to make a label. The cost for 
cutting dies range from around $275 up to $500 on the average, for most labels. This depends on the size and 
intricacy of the die. The cost will be determined on an order by order basis. 
 
For PolyCons circles are the standard die shape most customers use to make their labels. 
 
Before creating your artwork, settle on a shape and specify in your Label Quote Request Form for Mark Cohen to 
notify you if a die is available for the size and shape you are considering. He will work with you to maintain your 
budget as best he can.  
 
There will be plate charges for any printing press made labels. Digital labels do not require plates. The cost for 
printing plates is $85 per plate. We need to make one plate for each color. 
 
Once the artwork is completed and submitted to the label maker they will want to know three technical things: 

 How is the label unwound? 
 What is the maximum outside diameter of the label coil? 
 What is the core size required by the label application company? 

 
For LaCons and LaVials the specifications are: Bottom off - 10” outside diameter - 3” core size 
 
For more detailed information about labels click here.  
 
If you need a reference for a graphic artist or have any questions contact Mark Cohen by email or phone: 
Mark@bottlesjarsandtubes.com or (424) 229-2018.  
 
Order your decorated PolyCons now! 
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